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Workshop and Round Table for
Global University System (GUS)/Palestine in
Gaza Strip and West Bank
(GUS/Palestine/GS&WB)

Background

The information and communication technology (ICT) revolution leaves
no room for exceptions: It knocks the doors of every country and all
activities where human beings are engaged in. The way we work, learn
and live is highly influenced by the rapid development of this technology.
However, the role ICT plays in teaching/learning and Telemedicine
signalizes new phenomenon. The "global digital village" is reflected in the
global teaching/learning system, which gave birth to the new role of ICTs.

The new wave of technical facilities makes it possible now, metaphorically
speaking, to bring the lecture hall, the library and the laboratory combined,
into the room of a student who possesses a relatively cheap personal
computer (PC). Indeed, we are witnessing a new kind of mobility in
higher education, by means of which it is the university (and the whole
range of its facilities) that goes to the student. In that manner, access to
higher education studies is open to large categories of people, both within
national boundaries and internationally.

ICTs become equally important for all universities and other higher
university institutions to attach an objective they had recognized as their
own a long time ago, namely the need to become true centers of life-long
learning. It is accordingly expected that the use of ICTs in distance and
open education will occupy a major place in Education and Healthcare
Systems in Palestine, too

To this end, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization), GUS (Global University System), IFIP (International Funders for
Indigenous peoples), IEEE (the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc)
and other international organizations have understood for many years the
importance of the application of ICT in Education and Healthcare
Systems. However, the main inhibiting factors to use ICT in developing
countries like Palestine are:



Lack of qualified teachers and professors

1. Lack of qualified technical and managerial personnel

2. Limited material (resources like computer and peripheral
equipment) and financial resources

3. High costs of hardware and educational software.

Considering the constraints mentioned above, a proposal with the
following main objectives is presented:

1) To establish

a)

b)

Gaza Net: A broadband Internet network (with a project name
Gaza Net), which is planned to enhance interaction among higher
education institutions. =~ The network shall inter-link these
institutions within themselves and with communities in their
vicinity, nationwide and that of international (with the Global
University System). The network, by paving the venue to
communication, will ultimately enable life-long learning and E-
Learning in higher education, in one hand, and promote E-
Healthcare in hospitals, health centers and clinics, on the other
hand.

LCDN: local Community Development Networks (LCDNs)
which is to link diverse urban as well as rural communities for
knowledge sharing through exchange of experiences. In short,
the LCDN foster public services supported by ICTs.

2. GUS: Global University System in/ Palestine/Gaza Strip and West
Bank in order to establish technological alternatives to promote

access and use of the available technology for E-Learning in
educational and E-Healthcare in medical fields with the Official

Development Assistance (ODA) fund of the Japanese government.

GUS/Palestine/Gaza Strip and West Bank will be a representative of

the Global University System, which is responsible to coordinate
this project and other activities in promoting the principles of Global
University System.

Steps to Create GUS

Selection of Secretariat of GUS Consortium

Interim, The Islamic University is to act as a secretariat of the
GUS/Palestine/Gaza Strip and West Bank of the Palestinian Authority,
which will be a consortium of higher learning and healthcare institutions.



This university would also serve as teachers/medical personnel training
centers and also provide the gateway to the outside world.

To promote E-Leaning and E-Healthcare, the ultimate goal:

a)

b)

E-Leaning: Support/supplement higher education with ICT.
Target groups at this pilot project level will be drop-outs from
universities, colleges and other higher education institutions;
distance open education fellows; life long learners (mostly
continuing education); and those who failed to join higher
education due to very low capacity of higher education
institutions1 [2] . This will give not only chances to these groups,
but also will be considered as an alternative to current education
system which has very limited capacity for higher education.

E-Healthcare: render services like Tele-medicine supported with
ICT. Once the infrastructure facilities are set up and the health
service centers are interconnected, there are a lot of services to
provide (detail will be added later in feasibility study).

To secure Fund:

GUS/Palestine/Gaza Strip and West Bank will combine the Japanese
Government Official Development Assistance (ODA) funds and
Japanese electronic equipment with the Internet technology and content
development of North America and Europe. The Japanese Social
Development Fund at the World Bank, Which Provide $2 to $5 million
dollars, could be another source to apply for this project.

This is because our project later, I will ask the Japanese government’s
Official Development Assistant (ODA) fund, which goes only through the
government channels of our country.
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